Chicago Mike

In the USA, he's been called Texas-Sized Mike; In Europe, they know him as Chicago Mike.

Mike Beck has been performing for more than fifteen years. Possessing a diverse repertoire of more than 500 songs, Mike has developed a loyal following on two continents. Whether performing solo, with his acoustic duo Big Eyed Beans From Venus, or with his full Electric Beans Rock & Soul Revue, audiences return again and again to enjoy his high-energy live performances.

Mike released his premiere CD in Europe in October 2002 Entitled Chicago Mike, the CD features eight original songs and a cover of Warren Haynes' Soulshine, performed with Larry McCray, renowned blues guitarist who first brought that song to public attention in 1995 on his release Delta Hurricane.

In September of 2002, Mike produced a live concert recording for Dutch blues-rockers Rob Orlemans & Half Past Midnight. The result is Half Past Midnight: Live In Chicago, released in December 2002. The CD has received widespread critical acclaim throughout Europe, and is enjoying radio airplay in Holland and Germany.

Born in Los Angeles, but growing up in Chicago's north suburbs, Mike immersed himself in the Windy City's phenomenal wealth of music, exploring the best of its blues, jazz, gospel, soul and rock offerings. Following a two year pilgrimage to New Orleans, Mike returned to Illinois, this time landing in Carbondale, situated in the Southern end of the state. Here, he further honed his aggressive acoustic guitar style, while enhancing and mutating it by fusing bluegrass elements gleaned from so many of the talented pickers he found in Southern Illinois. Seven years in the wilds of Utah followed three years living in the Blues Mecca of Chicago's north side. He now resides back in Chicago's north suburbs when he's not recording and performing throughout the USA and abroad.

Possessed of a powerful voice and dynamic stage presence, Mike's performances include forays into rock, soul, blues, and country, including compelling originals, classic rock favorites, stirring soul standards, and guilty pleasures.

What People Are Saying About Mike Beck's CD

"Great vocals, nice recording, great production."

- Jimmy Blitznail / Windsor, Berkshire, United Kingdom

"Had me dancing!"

- Steve Kendra / York, Yorkshire, United Kingdom

"Killer production work. Performances are first class. Strong lead vocals with top rate harmony vocals. Great job!"

- J. M. Bailey / Vineyard, Utah

"Awesome! I'm loving the simplicity and organic feel... Very good production, and nice voice. Great stuff."

- D. Gozim / Austin, Texas

"I love your CD. Seriously, really, truly. Not only do I love it but my two kids really love it too. [My 3 year old] asks for it by name, "I want to hear Mike Beck". She especially likes the first track... We usually have to listen to that song 3 or 4 times in a row before we are allowed to hear the second song. I am not sure 3 year olds are your market but you have one big fan! I like [the first two tracks] a lot too and One Minus One is beautiful. I really like it Mike... It's awesome."

- Becky Thall / Grayslake, Illinois

"I really like it... A sound different from most music today. Keep doing it."

- Danny Weiss / Deerfield, Illinois

"Love your voice."

- Kristin Shey / Bielefeld, Germany

"Thanks for rocking Goes! Great performance. Great CD. Especially 1 Minus 1."

- Yolanda van Wanrooij / Goes, The Netherlands

"Just heard your new album. I love Johnny Y."

- Greg Adelmo / Washington DC

"Great music and lyrics."

- George Pol / Zwolle, The Netherlands

"The minute I get myself bailed out of this Mexican prison, I'm  buyin' that CD"

- Steve Weindorf / Atlanta, Georgia

Sundance Film Festival

Not Just About Movies:

Mike Beck Returns
Park City, UT --- Some of the strongest traditions surrounding the Sundance Film Festival aren't about what appears on the silver screen. One such tradition is the return of musician Mike Beck. A former Utah resident, known as "Chicago Mike" in Europe, Mike's annual return to Park City is widely anticipated by area fans and the many local musicians with whom Mike will reunite on stages all over Utah from January 15 through January 24. This tour, the reunions will be made sweeter by the recent release of Mike's debut CD, Mike Beck, which features several of the Utah musicians Mike will be performing with during the festival.


Mike's twenty year performance history has earned him loyal fans in much of Europe as well as here at home. His CD, released by Big Ugly Music & Media in October 2003, has been enjoying radio airplay throughout Holland and Germany, as well as the Intermountain West. The eight song disc features three tracks recorded at Rodisc Studios in The Netherlands in Spring 2003 and five songs recorded at various Midwestern studios during the Summer of 2002 with producers Andy Sabin and Alex Hall. Highlights include appearances by Grammy-winner Howard Levy, former member of Bela Fleck & The Flecktones, and soaring guitar work by blues great Larry McCray.


Mike's high-energy performance style, whether in a solo acoustic context or with a full band, explains a lot of the enthusiastic reception he enjoys when he plays. He will perform Americana Rock and Soul originals from Mike Beck as well as a combination of longtime fan favorites: Classic rock, soul standards, country, blues, folk and - as he puts it, "guilty pleasures".


Mike will kick off the festival with an afternoon performance on opening day at Sundance Headquarters in the Park City Marriott inside Timbers, from 

3:00 to 5:00 pm on Friday, January 16. Over the course of the week, he will
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share the stage with several gifted performers, including Utah singer/ 

songwriters Timmy Cruz, Gigi Love, Jared Gallardo and Burt Hurner.

The climactic events of the week will be Mike's reunion Friday and Saturday nights at The Barbary Coast with the Utah franchise of Big Eyed Beans From Venus, Mike's touring band. These shows will be their first time back together since last year's Sundance Festival following their celebrated European tour with Mike in the Fall of 2002. The band includes area notables John Flanders on saxophone, whose ensemble Double Helix recently headlined the Colorado Jazz Festival, as well as piano wildman Jeremy Hughes, bassist Josh Goodale, Drew Frink on bass, sax, flute and mandolin, Jason Giron on drums, Big Daddy Carl Roehmann on guitar, and guest appearances by other "friends of the Beans". The Jared Gallardo Band opens the Saturday night show with a set starting at 8:45 pm.


Mike has a total of fourteen scheduled performances in the area during the eleven days spanned by the film festival. In addition to coffeehouse and club shows, Mike will also go mobile, doing two nights in the Music Taxi. You may have seen Mike and the Music Taxi featured in a segment by NBC's Amy Jacobson during the 2002 Winter Olympics. He will also perform live on-the-air during Paul Dowler's afternoon drive-time show on KRCL (90.9 FM Salt Lake, 96.5 FM Park City) on Thursday, January 15, and has appearances scheduled on PCTV's Park City Faces television program and radio station KPCW.


Mike now lives in the Chicago area, tours regularly in Europe and is planning an Asian tour for the fall of 2004. He has been performing during the Sundance film festival for nearly ten years. "It's a wonderful homecoming every year" says Mike. "This week is one of the longest-standing traditions in my life; It's really where the year begins and ends for Mike Beck and Big Eyed Beans From Venus."

