THE REST OF OUR 2011 ENTERTAINMENT ROSTER
.             The Blues Less Traveled             .
These days many bands claim to play the blues, but The Blues Less Traveled delivers. They play authentic Chicago Blues the way that only veterans of the Chicago Blues scene can — and that’s only the tip of this particular iceberg.  “The whole idea behind this band” says bandleader and drummer, Jeff Lisk. “Is to play good music that hasn’t already been played to death.”  They succeed admirably in this endeavor, playing hard-core blues, spiced by a blend of rock, funk, and other surprises that borders on schizophrenic. These guys are the genuine article!
.             Blue Suede Lou & The Cadillac Ranchers             .
Blue Suede Lou & The Cadillac Ranchers play the greatest hits of rock ‘n roll’s golden age with a dis-tinctively vintage sound.  This group’s hit parade includes songs made popular by Elvis, Dion & the Belmonts, the Everly Brothers and many other idols of the 50’s & 60’s.  The Leader of this Pack lives and breathes the music of the 50’s & 60’s and when Lou drives up to the show in his ‘61 Bubbletop Chevy,  you’ll know he is as authentic as they come!!
.             The Bobby Sanders Orchestra             .
The Bobby Sanders Orchestra is a tight, dynamic, big band featuring a fantastic vocalist.  This big band authentically captures the essence of the pop hits of the 30’s, 40’s & 50’s.  While this music is tailor-made for senior citizens, it allows youngsters to go back in time and see what it was like when their grandparents were young!  The Bobby Sanders Songbook includes the works of Glen Miller, The Dorsey Brothers, Duke Ellington, and many other big bands and big singers!!
.             Dee Alexander             .
Dee Alexander is a veteran performer with a stunning vocal style characterized by Down Beat Magazine as “Ella Fitzgerald with tinges of Billie Holiday”.  As a teenager, Dee was urged to “go pro” by Fletcher Henderson, her personal friend and mentor.  Since then, she has appeared with Gene Ammons, Sonny Stitt, Count Basie, and numerous other jazz greats.  Dee is currently living in Chicago and performing at selected festivals, as well as at the intimate clubs that gave birth to her great jazz heritage.

             Jimmy Johnson             .
Jimmy Johnson’s smooth professionalism, polished musicianship, and versatility all combine to make him among the most perennially satisfying blues artists in Chicago.  His keening tenor is one of the most distinctive voices in all of the blues, his improvisational imagination is among the liveliest on the scene, and he’s gathered around him sidemen able to complement his delivery with just the right combination of slick musicianship and blues rawness.
             Joel Frankel             .
Meet Joel Frankel.  Joel’s unique and delightful music program combines his original songs with old favorites and plenty of audience participation.  With an array of musical instruments, puppets, and even a touch of magic, Joel creates show that young and old are sure to enjoy.  Formerly known as “The Partysaurus”, Joel has entertained the children of notable celebs as well as parks full of highly charged neighborhood kids.  Big or small, children of all ages will be humming and singing Joel’s songs long after the show!!
             Kevin Adair             .
Who does lively comedy while juggling 5 balls, pins, torches, knives, and Jell-O?  Who does magic, walks the tightrope, unicycles, stilt walks, twists balloons, eats fire and performs Master of Ceremony duties with humor and flair?  Why, he’s none other than Kevin Adair!  Ideal for virtually any event, Kevin can do a five to ninety minute stage presentation or do table-to-table walk-arounds for the entire length of your event.  And if this isn’t enough, Kevin also does a variety of characters from Charlie Chaplin to Buddy Holly.  Is there anything he doesn’t do??

             Mixed Bag             .
As the name implies, Mixed Bag plays a mixed bag of roots rock, blues, oldies, some newer stuff, and even a little country!  The band blends well-loved favorites (Johnny B. Good, Sweet Home Chicago, Twist and Shout, etc.) with unexpected gems and b-side surprises to the delight of audiences everywhere.  Mixed Bag features a fun-loving group of experienced musicians who absolutely love it when their crowds have as much fun as they do!!
             Monkee Chow             .
The music of Monkee Chow is the music of the Baby Boomers; everything from the lite rock of Van Morrison to the psychedelic poetry of The Doors.  Even better than a WCKG no repeat weekend, this fine group of musicians brings an exiting new energy to all of the nostalgic favorites that make up their vast repertoire.  Monkee Chow and the timeless music they play is the ideal choice for a wide variety of audiences and age groups.  Monkee Chow would love to help you make your event a success.  Have you had your Monkee Chow today?!

.             Roots Vibration/Jah’nya Nas             .
Roots Vibration/Jah’nya Nas is one of the finest Reggae bands in the U.S.  Their repertoire combines original and traditional songs in the true Rastafarian tradition, with the pop tunes of Bob Marley, Yellow Man, and a host of other Jamaican superstars.  Roots Vibration has received the Marrietta award for Chicago’s Finest Reggae Band.

.             Stephen Lee Rich             .
Singing, yodeling, guitar-picking, comedy, and story-telling make Stephen Lee Rich a one-man variety show.  His music repertoire includes preposterous novelty tunes, traditional folk and country classics, blue grass, and some of today’s Top-40 country hits.  While Stephen Lee Rich has a comedic style that is in the best traditions of the Grand ‘Ole Opry, his story-telling often evokes memories of the great Arlo Guthrie.  And when he yodels, you can virtually see the tumbleweeds a-tumblin’ ‘cross the range!

.             Tony Bell             .
Tony Bell is an internationally known Jamaican reggae musician who has been entertaining throughout the Caribbean for years.  He masterfully combines a splash of soca, calypso, jazz, ska, and R&B to make his sound unique and likable to a whole spectrum of musical tastes.  Tony Bell is Chicago’s most versatile reggae act.
.             The Wabash River Band             .
The Wabash River Band is a good-time, down-home Country & Western band, consisting of skilled professional musicians who enjoy working hard to ensure that each show is a fun expe​rience for the entire family!  The Wabash River Band boasts a repertoire that ranges from the clas​sics of Hank Williams, to the contemporary hits of Brooks and Dunn, as well as a liberal sampling of old-time rock ‘n roll, southern rock, heartland rock, and blues. 

.             Word Jazz For Juniors             .
Inspired by the groundbreaking work of Ken Nordine, Word Jazz For Juniors combines children’s stories and poems with music, to create an experience of excitement and awe-inspiring wonder.  Word Jazz for Juniors breathes new life into classic children’s fare while simultaneously introducing them to the world of jazz!

Here is a list of other quality acts available from Blackjack Productions
through our various industry contacts 

· The Association - Nostalgia

· B.B. King - Blues

· The Bad Examples - Original Rock

· Big Time Sarah - Blues

· Bill Cochran - Elvis Impersonator 

· Bill Cosby - Comedy

· Bill McFarland  - Jazz

· The Blue Meanies - Original Rock

· Buddy Faith - Big Band

· Buddy Guy - Blues

· Cane Collier - Comedy

· Charlie Love - Blues

· Charmed Life - Original Rock
· The Chicago R&B Kings - R&B

· Chubby Checker - Nostalgia

· Chuck Berry - Nostalgia

· Clyde Stubblefield - R&B

· The Coasters - Nostalgia

· The Committee - Comedy 

· CP Love - Nostalgia

· David “Honeyboy” Edwards - Blues

· Debi Defire - Reggae

· Del Shannon - Nostalgia

· Down Boy Down - Original Rock
· The Drifters - Nostalgia

· Eddie Kirkland - Blues

· The Four Freshman - Nostalgia

· Frankie Avalon - Nostalgia

· Gary Puckett - Nostalgia

· Jim Schwall - Blues

· John Kay & Stepenwolf - Nostalgia

· The Junction - Original Rock

· Kamau Bell - Comedy

· The Kingston Trio - Folk

· Larry Moran - The Funny Voice Man

· The Limelighters - Nostalgia

· Lisa Schreg - Harpist

· Little Anthony - Nostalgia

· Lonnie Brooks - Blues

· Lou Cristi - Nostalgia

· Mark Madsen - Vegas Style Jazz

· Matt Webber - Folk / Americana

· Michael Coleman - Blues
· Mickey & the Memories - Oldies

· The Monkees - Nostalgia

· Mount Pilot - Original Rock

· Pat Paulsen - Comedy

· Peter Noon - Nostalgia

· The Platters - Nostalgia

· The Poster Children - Original Rock

· Public i - Variety

· The Recyclers - Variety

· Rodgers String Trio - Variety

· Rokko & June - Variety

· Ronnie Rice - Nostalgia

· Roy Hightower - Blues

· Ruben & The Jets - Variety

· Sam Lay - Blues

· Spencer Bohren - Blues

· Stainless Steel - Steel Drums

· Steve Arvey - Blues / Roots Rock

· Strictly Strings - Classical

· Three Dog Night - Nostalgia

· The Tilden Strings - Variety

· The Tim Barton Trio - Jazz

· Tommy McCracken - Blues

· Tony Bell - Reggae

· The Turtles - Nostalgia

· Wax Lipps - R&B

· Wendy Morgan - Original Rock

· Wynona Judd - Country & Western

· Yabba Griffiths & Traxx - Reggae

